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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method comprising: 

receiving scope data, wherein the scope data specifies a received scope level:e 
scopo level; 

determining whether datasource configuration data exists at the received scope 

level; 

if the datasource configuration data exists at the received scope level, finding the 
dajagource configuration data at the received scope level: 

if the datasource configqiration data does not exist at the received scope level, 
finding the datasource configuration data at a next scope level: findin p [ datasouroe 
configuration data bas e d on th e scope lev e l; 

finding an environment variable based on the scope data; and 

loading a database driver with the b oflod on tho datasource configuration data and 
the environment variable. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

attempting a connection to a database server via the database driven 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the finding the environment 
variable further comprises: 

determining whether the environment variable exists at a ourront soop ethe 
received scope level; 

if the environment variable exists at the received scope level, finding the 
environment variable at the received scope level: and 

if the environment variable does not exist at the received scope level, finding the 
environment variable at a next scope leveL 
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5. (Currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving scope data, wherein the scope data specifies a received scope 
level: a ooop e l e v e l: 

means for determining whether datasource configuration data exists at the 
received scone level: 

means for finding the datasource configuration data at the received scope level if 
the datasource configuration data exists at the received scope level; 

means for finding the datasource configuration data at a next scope level if the 
datasource configuration data does not exist at the received scope levek m oanfl for finding 
datasourc e configuration data bas e d on th e scope l e v e l; 

means for finding an environment variable based on the scope data; and 

means for loading a database driver with the bas e d on th e datasource configuration 
data and the environment variable; and 

means for attempting a connection to a database server via the database driver, 

6. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the means for finding the 
environment variable further comprises: 

means for determining whether the environment variable exists at a current scop e 
te¥ekthe received scope level; 

means for finding the environment variable at the received scope level if the 
environment variable exists at the received scope level; and 

means for finding the environment variable at a next scope level if the 
environment variable does not exist at the received scope level. 

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5> further comprising: 

means for reporting success if the connection is successful. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising: 

means for reporting failure if the connection fails. 
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9. (Currently amended) A storag e s ignal b e aring medium encoded with instructions, 
wherein the instructions when executed comprise: 

receiving scope data, wherein the scope data specifies a received scope leveh e 
ooopo Ioyq\\ 

determining whether datasource configuration data exists at the received scope 

leveli 

if the datasource configuration data exists at the received scope level, finding the 
datasource configuration data at the received scope level: 

if the datasource configuration data does not exist at the received scope level, 
finding the datasource configuration data at a next scope level: finding datasouroe 
configuration data boo e d on th e ooopo lovol, whoroin tho finding the datasourc e 
oonfiguration data further compris e s d e t e rmining wh e ther the datnaouroo configuration 
data e xists at a current ooopo lovol; 

finding an environment variable based on the scope data; 

loading a database driver with th eb ao e d on the datasource configuration data and 
the environment variable; and 

attempting a connection to a database server via the database driver. 

10. (Currently amended) The storage signal bearing medium of claim 9, wherein the 
finding the environment variable further comprises: 

determining whether the environment variable exists at the current scop e l e v e lt he 
received scope level: 

if the environment variable exists at the received scope level, finding the 
environment variable at the received scope level: and 

if the environment variable does not exist at the received scope level, finding the 
environment variable at a next scope leveL 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The stora g e oignol bearing medium of claim 9, further 
comprising: 

reporting success if the connection is successful. 
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12. (Currently amended) The storages ignal - bearing medium of claim 9, further 
comprising: 

reporting failure if the connection fails. 

13. (Currently amended) A computer system comprising: 

a processor; and 

memory encoded with instructions, wherein the instructions when executed on the 
processor comprise: 

receiving scope data, wherein the scope data specifies a received scope 
leveh a scope level. 

determining whether datasource configuration data exists at the received 
scope leveL 

if the datasource configuration data exists at the received scone level, 
finding the datasource configuration data at the received scope leveL 

if the datasource configuration data does not exist at the received scope 
level, finding the datasource configuration data at a next scope leveL finding 
datasource configuration data boo e d on tho seopo lcvol, wherein tho finding the 
datooource configuration data furth e r comprises d e t e rmining wh e th e r th e 
datoaouro e configuration data cxioto at a current seepe lov e l, 

finding an environment variable based on the scope data, 

loading a database driver with th e baoed on th e datasource configuration 
data and the environment variable, 

attempting a connection to a database server via the database driver. 

14. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 13, wherein the finding the 
environment variable further comprises: 

determining whether the environment variable exists at the received scope level; 
if the environment variable exists at the received scope level, finding the 
environment variable at the received scope level: and 
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if the environmetit variable does not exist at the received scope level, finding the 
environment variable at a next scope level. a curr e nt scope. 

15. (Original) The computer system of claim 13, wherein the instructions further 
comprise: 

reporting success if the connection is successful. 

16. (Original) The computer system of claim 13, wherein the instructions further 
comprise: 

reporting failure if the connection fails. 

17. (Currently amended) A method of configuring a computer to perform the method 
comprising: 

configuring the computer to receive scope data, wherein the scope data specifies a 
received scope leveli a scope lovol: 

configuring the computer to determine whether datasource configuration data 
exists at the received scope level: 

configuring the computer to find the datasource configuration data at the received 
scope level if the datasource configuration data exists at the received scope level: 

configuring the computer to find the datasource configuration data at a next scope 
level if the datasource configuration data does not exist at the received scope 
leyel ;configuring tho computer to find dntaoourco configuration data based on th e ooopo 

configuring the computer to find an environment variable based on the scope data; 

and 

configuring the computer to load a database driver with th e based on th e 
datasource configuration data and the environment variable. 

1 8.(Original) The method of claim 17, further comprising: 
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configuring the computer to attempt a connection to a database server via the 
database driver. 

1 9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 7, wherein the configuring the computer 
to find the environment variable further comprises: 

configuring the computer to determine whether the environment variable exists at 
the received scope level; 

configuring the computer to find the environment variable at the received scope 
level if the environment variable exists at the received scope level; and 

configuring the computer to find the environment variable at a next scope level if 
the environment variable does not exist at the received scope level. a current scop e l e v e l. 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 17, wherein the method further comprises: 

configuring the computer to report success if the connection is successful. 
d e t e rmine whether tho environment variable ex iota at a ourr e nt scop e level- 



PACE 12/17 » RCVD AT 1/10/2007 10:57:12 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:UBPTO-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:651 457 5622 * DURATION <mm-ss):05-20 



